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Lincoldand Orleans, 1 1865
S

~The Lalaurle dent~ am de Fleurv1ll e John Shelby inci-
dent~ PI’CSld War of New Orleans ~ E 1pation ~A spy in New
Orleans~T 151an riment ~ Roudane ertonneau~A dark and
indefinit

‘U’

Lincqis direct Q tion with New, ans ceased in Ju
wou resu his presidenc menced in Marc
sions g those three in ning decades,

f d int coln’s life. This typical: New
al hin d, nourished by, entless flow of
et ropolis relevant st 1nhab1tants c
nift ever set foot in ity. Many items o
e e, for example, transshipped at New Orleans incoln
and 1ghbors drank ¢ , sweetened with opical ~
' fru or partook of nume other imports, t umers in m
ater New Orlean nomic system. sed upriver
¢ he Crescent Cit (a nickname coined i pubhcatlon,
\ h subsequently d nat10nw1del)a' m y’s reputation
he lascivious, t ocking, and the , cer ories traveled as m
o Oast as the swift boat.
O ~ One such n%em may have br Ne ans’ sordid chara
ter—and its br human enslav d1re to the Lincoln
b lor. One evenj April 1834, a b az amag French Quarter
> sion, reveali t owner Mada lphln urie had been tortQ
y her live-in slaves in the attlc sued g outraged neighbors on
§ Royal St Sensatlonahzed ape s about the inci
Q pelled t ry up the Missi i and @hjo'rivers in subsequ
landinfi#tlin the hands of, g ers, two youn
Tod ily of Lexington, teenagers “shiv
1o the lurid detall rted ‘New Orleans Bee:

\.l‘he publication w. % m’s, The South-Westhy a Yankee (New York,
835), 1:91. See “The Lex1 P constructing Ne ans’ Names, Nick-
mes, and Slogans,” in Rlchard ella, Bienville’s Dile “A Historical Geography

of New Orleans (Lafayette: University of Louisiana Press, 20 9-287.

2. Katherine Helm, The True Story of Mary, Wife of Lj
tion of Mary Lincoln’s Sister Emilie, Extracts from Her Wa

Containing the Recollec-
Diary, Numerous Letters



186 Lincoln in New Orleans

[SJlaves . . Qribly m@ed, were seen sus d by the
neck, wit ir lim Nrently stretched aron from one
extremit me ot&anguage is powerle . . to give a
i e horror. . . . Th aves were the
in the shape of a wo L8

“We were ified a ked of nothing e days,” rememb
of the i ne such case cou pen, it damned
instituti The other girl, iece and best fri

wouldater marr ham Lincoln. not know if Mar
col(réd the ome story and it Orleans connec
hu but know that the Lal e story directly i
ity of the instit of slavery and

.@o moved Mary
mry Todd Lincoln

ke increasingly r
the [glaurie story illustrates how

N # and ed countless nafWwes about the br

\ age American natio wing increasingl with the m
rie and her E

w eastly business. s day, the story o
t ed slaves remains a mainstay of local hi

$ ¢“g nightly “ghost%s” of the Fren# er. mr
New Orleans fa, into Mary To ¢ eco lly as well. Her
o Other interacte ﬁercially with the city regularly, via flatboat and
O '~ steamboat, helpi evate his family'@iggtus t t of the Lexingt
elite. He regu rought back plered swisses, musli
b ¢ lace, dolls, an er luxury items for'®ary, spoke French flu
N and kept abr f the latest po%news. m'ding to one (some\ gt
y romanticized) recollection by ce Ka e Helm, Mary gported
A elegant I\Wﬂeans fashions% she et Abraham.®

[ ]
2 .
It Whought Abrahan‘ul-g , she might ha\& nked his

Y /
ther Documents Now First Publish ew York and London: ler and Brothers
ublishers, 1928), 38—
3. New Orleans Bee, April'11, 18 , &1 m
4. Helm, Story of Mary, 38—40.
5.1bid., 30, 44-45, 73-74. The Todd family would later r er Louisiana as where
one of their own, Confederate Lt. Alexander H. Todd (Maggls Ifalf-brother) met his fate,

in fighting near Baton Rouge.
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Lincoln and New Orleani, 1831-1865 187

orn of mixed FrafiggsAfrican ancestry
at Cape Haytien iti 1806, the teenaQ, illiam de Fleur-

i ion i 1-22 and made hj to Baltimore with
at St. Mary’s Cdavéht, he apprenticed in
er died, he decided, for reasons unclear, to

barbering. N i
leave for N@r eans. o not know the ti#fligg or circumstanceggf his

New O xperi ut we do know i ved to be a bad on.
New O in th 1820s grew incr ly hostile to fre#le of m
color, curtailing t, ights, proscribi ir moving into t a

Y
expel those y arrived. Fea idnapping and em
Fle e depﬁbr St. Louis an, nd his way up t 1nois
Swmon riverign 1831. A countygpistory picks up the& rom t

e iﬁm;)roaching the vi f New Salem, he&took a ¢

n wearing a red shirt, and carr axe o
oulder. They fell a conversation, a ed to
ttle grocery store together. The tall man was Abraham
d
the people his busj and situation. Tha

m an evening’s work ng the boarders. Q m

oln later convin Fleurville—w ciz name to Flor-
gfield. There h ried, d a family, and
tter for hundreds of Sp ield men and children,

e—to settle in
rospered as th
including Linco o knew him e ngly

illy the Barber.”
was Florville ‘&groomed Lincol% icm eless beard priotb
his departur@ he White House. We can imagine the con
tions the fu president share

ual, Catholic, Franco-
African-Haitian-American fri
the Miss i, New Orleans

; o
# Qn, who soon lear at the stranger wafjg barber ~
'\ oney. Mr. Lincoln him to his boardi use, a
ed th for

ns about the Cagbbean,

barber shop on Ad-
nce, and the foun&f&on of a

ams St hey seem to hav
genuinﬁendship, becaus te 1% rville wrote Liha warm
lett ratitude for the nci n“that was steadily ping the
Soygh¥it read in part, # Q &

9

1t

I...thought

\ hht notfge improper for one so le in
life and oav, to the President of_the United
States—

Q

6. History of Sangamon County, Illinois, Together with Sk, gf its Cities, Villages, and
Townships (Chicago: Inter-state Publishing Company, 18 6-737.
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Barber. . .¥.

Lincoln in New Orleans

t if it is received u it

Q fee inw C.
will be rew{ pl sa communicatioOm Billy the
!e .

el greatful to

Vi T

Q Shackels have falgaond Eondmen

. your

ville h&e two men first
nt Lirolnificially establis

Qtory began som
9 or Henkle) mo

(’. .. And I hope
States. That your”
o all the oppresse
cruel Masters; W,
e Goverment [sic],
ou health, and Strelizth, and wisdom . . w
rvant, William Fl& the Barber’ w
of Haiti and it\dition
in 1831. Three dﬁes laterg:-l
plomatic relati@ that @en—
nt Caribbean nation.®
> o

Flo was one of seve ck barbers in Spri
1 merican populatioffof twenty-seven f:
y within that tight-knit community

the same mistak ville once ma
earlier, when a w
aato Illinois, wher n he
slaves. Among were 2 woman il Polly

Shelby. In late 44§56, Shelby, by then®goung

and took a d@and job aboard a_Mississippimgeamboat bound for
Orleans. Upottarriving at the C t Cit Iby, like Lincoln, or any
other youwhap, eagerly step~ lore the enticing &(op—

or
coln, eOer 27,1863, Abra

niversal in all the
n extend over the

make the
ay Go
obedie

I likeli

Lincoln first le

/)

w Orleans. The
named Hinkle
d his accompanyin
and her son, J

, ventured to St.

Kentu

7. Willfiny Florville to Abraha ncoln Pa-
pers ibrary of Congress, ngto (hereafter cited as Lil Papers)

8. ws case, however, Li faile onstrate the wisdo orville would
lat him. Lincoln’s re on o aimed to enable an acteristically
i ical scheme: to de d slaves to Llle a Vache, based o otion that free

re of the L'Tle a
Panama, to the Ca-
ho stonewalled the

other than Lincoln’s
utler. James D. Lock-

s would be better off a
aclie project, Lincoln

g their@gn. Despite the abysmal
ely da deportation plans—
ibbean, to Liberia—up to tite last d life. One of the
ommander in Chief’s attempts t@i these schemes wa

commanding office in the occupation of New Orleans, Benj

ett, “Abraham Lincoln and Colonization: An Episode T
Vache, Haiti, 1863-1864,” Journal of Black Studies 21, no.

ds in Tragedy at L'Ile a
e 1991): 428-444.

4



s no one was especially interested in him, he was forgo
e ter a certain lengt me, established by, he wouiihi
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Lincoln and New Orleani, 1831-1865 189

olis. What Shelby elo M was that New s, finding itself

arding slavery, a@ssively limited the
. The establish iewed out-of-state

free black ma i as potential subferfives whose very exis-
tence threa inggittition. A contemporawous Picayune editorial,
ed ‘free negroes ev11 7 a “plag da

pest” re
deporti
Authorities gener. mandated that u
blac thout

‘brought out[,] t
left, he had n

as “thrown [ba o prison,” and,

ev1tab1y have been to slavery to defr on ex

somehow establisficd contact with a Mpsung Spring-
-raised New Orldlins attorney name i I fnas, and sug-

ed to him that er lawyer back
1on. Jonas recog-

region. Word &ent upriver to S Qs motl&nd to Lincoln. A 6

history narra@mcoln s respons

requested [his law

Governor Bissell 4
0 to obtain possessi

Mz Lincoln was Very oved,
r] Mr. Herndon
was not somethin he C

he negro. Mr. H d with the repor
e Governor regret say had no legal or co
ional right to [ac ] Lin to his feet in grea&te—

ﬁ 53 o

Freed Negroes,” yyune Arleans), March 8 ,p-3,¢ 2.
10 Josiah Gilbert Holla alidm Lincoln (Sprmg MA: Gurdon Bill,

66), 127-128.

11. Annie E. Jonas to William H Herndon, October 2 n ed. Douglas L. Wil-
son and Rodney O. Davis, Herndon’s Informants: Lez‘ters, s, and Statements About
Abraham Lincoln (Urbana and Chicago: University of Illi ess, 1998), 379-380.

&

q,mcoln, might s case and arrange is 1i
O ized the name: In was a close frgmd of hilgéather Abraham Jona
b ¢ a leading citize pringfield and,o the fi wish settlers in ¢



$ @ities, who in tur&issed the intellig:
n."* Others, ho , sided with th
o %)xically, the sa Vajamin Jonas who helped liberdte Shelby in 1857.
/ espite the divi%yalties, Presider#coln&tained his affecti
alike; @
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ment, and med “we Almighty, I'll h at negro

back soon 21 hay, nty years’ agitatio 1nois, until
the Gove does (& egal and constituti right to do

<

on its sid, rndon dra

the
0

s, some of whom secretly infor

Orleans duri e war.” The preg

May 27, sent t ds from their la

ion in which the ses would find th

leansgmprisonment that would have led to forced labor, and q
. ¢ to pe§em enslavement. t makes the case
\ 861. The Illinoi ed Jonas family

all too aware that Mew Orleans had the law

fted $ out of the Metr

e captain. . ..
as among the

med A Confederate
i resident Lin-
ncluding, para-

jjamin once reca

t even ed a three-week paific

O ¥ for the Jonas f; , unionists andgg
b that “Mr. Li always asked afte&when &aw any one from
y
r

Q'

Louisi

s Senator for t ate of

to Benjamin’s imprisoned Co é&ﬁ bro harles so he cowld visit
his dyi?:r (and Lincoln’s ime and informant), am

n’s rise from reg to
pres ial campaign i ce

cx@: for the first tim& public

13. B. F. Jonas to Abraham Lin

412. Holland, Life afAIzm”m Lw ,528 (emphasis ad

19-21.

in F. Jonas wo@later 9&
/

ne 4, 1857, Lincoln
14. Abraham Jonas to Abraham Lincoln, December 30, 1
15. Isaac Markens, Abraham Lincoln and the Jews (New,

1 prominence du he 1860
ographical detailfinto popular

n of Lincoln’s br°1 obiography

incoln Papers.
* Isaac Markens, 1909),



sov ty, te with its own
te@ follo n which the Uni
of the federate States o
=

¢
3

O\ @, never failed t Qt him.
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in June 1860, follo y new r articles reporti e details therein,
informed many rle ‘“\ or the first time Ot their least-favor-
ite candidate’s s ing conifetion to their city;

That conn{gfifin wou ensify over the n@ve years.

t ¢ . &

Abrahaecoln’s on to the presi
gered th ssio en Southern stat
ary 26, 1861) nu d sixth. Each e
con&on; L na did so after

c

. assermed a governme
lay ne violent act avéln your hands,
men, and not in mine,” warned a solemn President Li
augural address he momentous is
night the followi onth, Lincoln d
sense of floatin oating away on s

toward an unknown shore.”” The rec
ation experience flatboatmen n

rig. Gen. Pierre
regard—a white le f; e New Orleans az
Fort Sumter ig, leston or, one of only t#
sons that resiste fede seizure. Here wa
ne had long a@ted. F ditional states sea
m

in the following weeks, as Sout s en

ook up arms forgthe re-
bellion—, in support of stNﬂght#preserve slavery, &s to

ustave Toutan
ea—had bomb
U.S. military
first strike e

defend t omeland, and st simgly. Because they wer ed to.
Presid incoln responde equ termination t ess the
rebeWand recruited tho $ 0 erners to fight {@§that cause.
braham Lincoln, ‘@ ¢m1gural Adatess—Final Text,” 4, 1861, in The
cted Works of Abraham Lingdin, ed. P. Basler (New Brunswicks™INJ: Rutgers Uni-
ersity Press, 1953), 4: hasis i al).
17. As recollected by Frederic d, in Don E. Fe acher and Virginia
hrenbacher, Recollected Words o m Lincoln (Stanfor ” Stanford University

Press, 1996), 398. This particular recollection of the dream to April 14, 1865, but
Lincoln specifically explained that he had the same drea erous times throughout
his presidency. w

&



192 Lincoln in New Orleans

In time, conscrlptlcguld e Volunteer1sm cr@che two largest

militaries on eart,
Lincoln’s g he Union at all inspired a strategy
of seeking an thng d rebels, more s n capturing popula-

tion center ¢y, in Lincoln’s ming, did not exist as a gov-

ernment, d no status as a n, the rebellion he
enemy. irie an oad cities, howev ere the exceptlon
strateglao itical supply lin could not remaj re b m
hands. The Missi River ranked a premier Wester ly

and priority. Ne eans, gatekeeper el

the priority’s pri

d federal authorjge ftiost ﬂagrantly ive Soa
tive, these mun ies w,

g U.S. tax reven ship
0, sugar, rice, a er cargo. Wor those

into Confederate itions. Secessio olde e in-

attack and seizgggessels deemed thregtening to
'\ even as they saile@y waters that the Ugs te point-
pwed to be in its ain. Secession al ports in a

n to interact with 1gn agents in a

ity. Wi ese crises in min In, ek after Fort
, offici all Southern hebade would form
critical compone Gen. Winfield Sc prop Anaconda Plan:

O
Q

o encircle and le the Confeder y ¢ olhng its coastal and
O ~ riverine periph

b ¢ The block: roclamation, ho rnea on paper than i
ality. So thi s the U.S. Navy dispersed a outhern coasts t

’. vessels either Tied to barricade s I succ dto Confederat forces.

§ London orrespondent Wil ssell, for exampl d no
Q problem ling “coastwise” onth Fort Sumter (a week:

after g personally with ident Banfbln). Tensions, , were
appa Russell steame M nto New Orleans: ors flew
abo ed U.S. cruiser ate astal posmons rebels in

eyed the boat a
m:ln on board nel
1n, fiery-eyed li man
Qld Abe’—his ear, air; [ei
18. Abraham Lincoln, “Proclamation of a Blockade,” A%Sél in Collected Works,
4:338-339.

&

am Biloxi-area bea some mili-
me t blows over politics. @H also noted
xpress[ing] a fervid desire for bits of

rlifor the purpose tlng or as curi-

3
N
g
v
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ous relics. . . " U@'riv'n iNew Orleans, Ru@und life in the

streets throbbing a secession and p

The C erate as flying from t blic buildings
any pr houses. Military anies paraded
he strbnd a large propogtiofof men were in
% full of Turcos, Zo 7 Chasseurs [Frenc 0
i other foreign sol ho wore distinctj m
s are covered placards of volu
are Pickwick ri a Fayette, Beaurew \\
guards, Irish, Ger, Italian and Spanj d
... . Tailor usy night and d“ w
Qtim t bfhind closed doors nother matter. ¥ erab
r

chan planter class, p#fidularly Anglo-A ns wi
emained skeptical of secession or privately loyal t
s and immigra pected they wo

- O
s # Poor e the i ~
~ the flood. Free people of feared secession d fur£ m
dygmating rights, and slafgs#lould only guess their fatcSgjght change. S

the most optimistic viewed the new o d@a pea«@:nding to the
¢escala’cing secti iscord: e
o There are s ho maintain there wilte no w erall. ...

No one 1 ines the South wil r go to the Union
voluntar; that the North ha ertot t back at the ¢

¢ point bayonet.? '\ ‘
y Shortly ther@r, news arrived w Or\@that federal troops®¥ad
' A “invaded” Virginia. The subs attle anassas producefa sur-
prise Co rate victory (led by @en. Beauregard), ing
Q nd ma ing both sides_t script

the No nspiring the So
hundr f thousands of a long and vio nflict.

every passing daygg’'186 ore and more N leanians
m off to the front itar ations dominate cityscape.
F steamboats arri m uprivey, bearing less car; ewer sailing

w arrived from the seg."Comnffjdity trading slackened;*nd slave com-
Qeree froze. A “fr&cet” stuffs donated Wegional planters

19. William Howard Russell, My Diary North and South (E” and New York, 1863),

230-31.
20. Thid., 230-31. m



194 Lincoln in New Orleans

kept city dwellers (@ut

adlly diminishin t1ty and quali-
ty.?! New Orleanj ho terly ignored th eless flatboatman
strolling their st earlier, now sho eir fists at the hated
new president tion to the north

Llncol imblockade by divvying &P Southern coasts and

deploymg to each section. Orleans tell within, the
charge ockading Squad ommanded by C a-
vid Gl arra Glet into New ns if you can, 'n—

structed his milit nd the backbone

lf of Mexico in pring of 1862. I pres
merc1a1 traffic. w
in and around Orleans, mean

r conducted by onfederate S re-
€ region “was al ntirely defenc nable ake
an hour’s fight.” Soldiers were ly armed and ha y ht muni-

f had b anned

t10n ame of entrench around the c1ty
[an menced [but lay irely unfinished, un ounted,
1ne built, nor a rm laid.” The c1t ntirely on
Qed to ar of 1812

onal fortification sy®cm, whose c1tade

onlal times. Thelk general condition rumbhng o
#h] neither shot ell” for their g ounted on car-
ges that were “ol efective from long CMposure so decayed that

one] could inse n-knife with easegnto the gigod.” Of absolute criti-

“wereinab state of preparation than th r works but still

deficient. . rhaps the most i tive d e constituted a boom of
cypress-1 fts and de-mast one ing the lower M%lppl
River, stw together by cab chai d held in place b ors.
Desig impede Union v s in difled)line of cannon m the
forts oom itself prove alle the shifting san%be deep
rive ed its anchorag ting flotsam stre& he cables

$ lia LeGrand, Tije Jougral of ] eGrand: New Orleans—Q—]é’&?, ed. Kate
ason Rowland and rris L. 1 (Richmond, VA: Eyerett Waddey Com-

ny, 1911), 37-38.

22. As recollected by Benjamin Qer in Reminiscences
tinguished Men of His Time, ed. Al orndike Rice (New
view, 1889), 142. Lincoln later added to the above directiv
slavery question.”

aham Lincoln by Dis-
North American Re-
don’t interfere with the

nll

3
N
g
v

? /
~ cality were fort hilip and ]acks&sitlo n either side of
b lowermost M1&|pp1 River in Pl!Nines . The dual bastj
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and chains.? Upriv@m e@m lingered a sma fierce flotilla of
Confederate steaw;md i ds o

¢ @ -

On April 1 agutt’c entered the mouthgyf the Mississippi River.
Two days | t arriveGWpithin mortar ran he forts. Each s@ro—
ceeded shells other, with occ al strikes but lit se-
quence. mpatient and pre to escalate. H@d not

attem tlet, however, w; t first severing t

ising ease, unrav
only as strong as akest link, the
river’s current.’ only two fort
boat$ated Lincoln’s warships from Confederate TNew O

s discov-

¢ I wee hours of A 4, the Union fle@g fired u
'\ i anchor, and plo into the darkn onfe
advance and res ed with thunder e. Br e cannons

gines,

in return. Exploding shells turned ni to d uded by the

cating smoke angicoal exhaust envel ever . Blazing rafts
ased upstream d treacherousl g nﬁering warships.
imi scene can never be ¢xceeded, Vaj. Gen. Benja-

n approached, ﬁethal C ony subsided, anae

armadas began to disassociat teen seventeen Unign ves-
sels pullemay upriver, leavin Ir s and weary foes b&ilpd in
Q swampy. tion. “Of the ga Y, co y and conduct of eroic

action recedented in na arfare \Guilote Butler of t on’s ef-
fort, much cannot be &”25 ii&umlet had been r fter re-

ar Department, Of; ate States of 7America, Proceedings @Caurt of Inquiry
1ve to the Fall of New Orlegils (Richand, VA: R. M. Smith, 18697, 10-12, 20-22.

. Chester G. Hea aptur Orleans 1862 (Batga Rouge and London:
ouisiana State University FYess, 19 0
25. Report of Maj. Gen. Benja utler, Headquarter, artment of the Gulf,

April 29, 1862, United States War Department, The War o bellion: A Compilation
of the Official Records of the Union and Confederate Armies, gaacits 1 (Washington, D.C.:
Government Printing Office, 1882), 6:503-505.

%S

P/e

orted to Lincol cou e confusion and ups
ess, smoke, to asts, d rigging, dama@
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@an’cine Station t to wounds and

o Confederate ]\Q)rleams.26
iti i ews. Bells tolled to

ng the riverfront, no

repairs, the U.S.
Telegrams
rouse citizens.

clads raced iver: ing i their soldiers a ire-
power ate commanders wied

to evac e re r northward to another day. Asj om a m
brief exchange of Chalmette and ady stream of bur, cott\

bales 3 ownriver, the U.
van nto C unmolested. A

U ey
silen -
“mogl cqitimunicative and riendly.” Whe their r's
Wy

ave enthusiastic evidence of good will, dancing at us, waQ
e c ts or branches an@ting welcome. OneQld mau :
\ ‘ capered vigorouslyée e levee, screamin @I m
¢ were the first enflaved Louisianan s

(¢}
=,
~
o £
s
(_Dcn
o8
g3
5 o
Realie!
!:
.2 —
o 7B
(%:rm
o 8

knows dat ar flag. w it would come.
—de facto, if
quite yet de jure he horizon.

o =
o Q As the fleet }@hed New Orleans, safors wi ed an apocalypse
Oa

f flame and sm the handiwork ofggebels d ined to deprive the
~ enemy of spoil niting wharv ,@), an rcraft. The city

¢ self remained ifigt, but given the ?~rent and uncooperativ

thorities con ing the federals ypon landi at situation could
’. : changed in a'tiash. Tensions we h dur e next five dayg that a
single ungggected discharge o cou set off a full-scald&@getro-
Q politan omation. Beyond tb(avado ever, were pover@mger,
and d tion. “The town iS8firly an arely on the poj tarva-

tion,”, e one Union eye@ess o’“ poor Germans, % French
Cre@nd ragged slave . No nies now that o ckage has
b fective. . . "3 T. con forced reluctan authorities
@ to succumb pea y, and on May 1, 1862, fede oops entered

‘26. Hearn, Capture of New orze@z, 209-236. m

27. John William De Forest, 4 Volunteer’s Adventures: A Q Captain’s Record of the
Civil War, ed. James H. Croushore (New Haven, CT: Yale rsity Press, 1946), 17.
28. Ibid., 21.

&



Lincoln and New Orleani, 1831-1865 197

en masse. One weel@t, a eneral Butler w e flatboatman-
turned-president O .. is at your co N

“Poor New has become of ur promised great-
ness!” lamente eanian in her jo “Never can I forget
the day tha ang.”** Shockwaves ﬁverberated nationwide:

ne

its

£

Cco
as
di

¢

O

)

Q

the sudden ﬁ
Souther,

es. It ga oln and Norther on the other han uch-
eded dose of en ging news. Subs t battles on other, S so\

Lincoln contin o contemplate rle\
ented him with y of enormous p decishm

diver

- o .
é‘ imwce, its substantiwulation of edu

o
contin omination of the glt
th ught to punish t els &ancipation, full b uffrage,
and Ulexclusion of for onf from state goveﬁent. Up for
Oelpia

N

est city and moyative region confgnaded

tream of military ss-

of the rebellio to re

1cated elsewhere ize
and

numerous Union sympathizet® (some of them {GHfing or ations

ch Pioneer Lincol b, which audacioysly applauge U.s.

er in chief) mad city and region &\uch ttractive

ratory for what later be termed nstr 731 So too

extensive internati®¥ial affiliations: “ uisia Id be made

wcase of reconstuction,” wrote histigsi avi ert Donald,
e

ropeans would r an inescapabl of tfic ifevitable collapse
the Confederac t stake in the Loul®¥na ex ent were funda-

ental question ding slavery, freedam, suffggee, national allegiance,

e fate of form els, and the reest ment te government

~ th
¢ congressional sentation. '~ ‘ °
Two schcﬁormed on recons n. (Q& favored lenienc ou-
isiana a ‘soft” re—assimilg int zel nion, even if it t the
er eli

as not only thi e of na society and O tially other

29. Benjamin F. Butler to AAbrahan@ligincéin, May 8, 1862, L@x Papers.
30. LeGrand, journal of Julia L ;) 40.
31. “Meeting of the Pioneer Lincoln Club,” Daily True @N ew Orleans), Febru-

ary 23, 1864, p. 1, c. 5.

32. David Herbert Donald, Lincoln (New York: Simon @ustcr, 1995), 484-485.
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#sona ponded by takin eption to the suggestion tha
'\ poli d patiently expl that he had bzgocati national
g

/

> &
QAD

t
abo is position fru d hard-liners
tion. ealthy pro-Unio Orleans plan plaine
i (o)

\ #reconcﬂiation mi ast-track Louisi
o OV thout outlawin y, thus setting a isome dent.
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Southern states, bu%abl al turf for warri emocrat and Re-
publican partisa Wi ir own spectrum nservatives, mod-
erates, and radi hit Orleans societ its part, exhibited
similar schism{{f\ercha d Union sympatflizéts advocated for con-
ciliation an ated rights, while hard-cgre secessionists insisted
on vindicatiglg wound uthern honor an@giecting any level ack

equality, € new r@order. Free men or"OYlor, meanwhile, or
among elves e this long-awai pportunity towa

ewspaper, L'Uni. unded in 1862 a
of Chartres an Louis (ironically

kept their peop@ormed. m‘
oln initially ass a moderate Re
ate, ting his clearly prioritization fo%on p #—
: iv

ught ive
@in—
n per-

ad “no

coln’s indecision and “vacillating®olicy” on reconst n; Lj

gs ¢ be mend-
e@ote Lincoln, “Lou a has nothing toﬂow bu e her place
i Union. . . .”** Ifreasingly, however, n fret at his desire

ar@irej@ining the Union

recGigiliation ever since Qauguration. “Br.

toll required for, n-saving, Lincol
ern military su es, he realized, !
reliance on million slaves to
commodities:“Fne North enjoye uch a
form wasgme out of econom j

would h ap the South ec

nside is priorities. Sou
om the Confeder

nd income-gene

tage: every man in uni-
ancipating slavdipthen,

ilitarily, while m)nting
iver to Northe thou-

When Nort opular suppor§ed fogthe increasingly blood

mnp

its soci der. Emancipation
sand edmen to take u eir former mast alarger
sens{,/ihancipation woul fin ict currently bei ught over
p al abstractions (st ight ecession) into a s le for free-
m more compellﬂﬁ se for many Northerners g g disgusted
e wa eing slaves, the commander in chief

both the Soutw

33. Abraham Lincoln to August Belmont, July 31, 1862, i cted Works, 5:350-351.
This communication with Belmont responds to a letter ygi to Lincoln by an un-
named New Orleanian; Belmont himself was a wealthy rk financier.
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appreciated, now m@ coav@ly with his ulti oal of preserving

the Union. @
Lincoln wo n his

cipation plan sec during the summer
of 1862. He eld a cing the bombs waiting for a Union
military vic oost a sense of momentum and inevitability,
or at least the m em less like an aﬁesperation. Non e.
Then, ioht i eptember, Lincol amed that stran er-
ine visi i ng swiftly in a sffaiflze vessel toward defi-

he Battle of An, provided just e imp
unce his own stufiigg news. On Se r22,
u ancipation Procl ion.
incoln’s proclamation emaffipated no one un Janu
#effec ate. Even then, ggpliberated few slaveg targetin
'\ whe U.S. governme d no power to ﬁe it.

bo tates or areas u ederal control, i ing

P, s of St. Bernard, ®dquemines, Jeffer, .
¢ mes[,] Ascensiof, Assumption, Ter e, L MC, St. Mary,
."Martin, and Or] , including thegig NEw-@rleans,” would

~ £
o Q«lemain enslaved. n thus specifically®fraine m emancipating
Oa '

in loyal

ouisiana]

aves in the ve whose practice g&the inggitution so affected him
~ decades earlier. mancipation P atio initially conceiy,
¢ only as a milit rategy aimed at Téagilious afas:
But the s of the proclamation went ond military stre.
’. : It transforme@®ederal troops fr bellio pressers into liberation

forces. Evagy territorial gain e y t coats left freedon*cheir

wake. M laves in Union- ouimhile technicall uded
from t oclamation, proc to lilfferfle themselves b ng off
the ion, their mast wer stop them. Oth nearby
gra eld areas escap, jo@ brethren. In dr& e freed-
agawn from Feh-

. Details of Lincoln’s dredin, here later in this chapter,
nbacher and Fehrenb ecollect of Lincoln, 398, a om John G. Nicolay
d John Hay, “Abraham LCiacoln: istéry— T he Fourteen pril—The Fate of
e Assassins—The Mourning Pw Century Illustrated Morsily Magazine, January
1890, 430.

35. Abraham Lincoln, “Emancipation Proclamation,” ry 1, 1863, in Collected
Works, 6:28-30.
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462 One Union captain 1
e plantations and swarming to

loomed even more
the war progresfed? And as the ra
1 be their rights, cularly in rega
ople of color—m f whom were wel
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men—hungry, pen@ ,

other federal enc
and policy cri
New Orleans
precemeal
decision.3®

mp Parapet and
ith humanitarian
nds. Slavery in the
ince 1719, unraveled

with a ard atism, the reali total war now | ted
Lincol his o utious instincts ek Solomonic co; mise
with slaveholders motivated him e more aggressi

destroying the nt institution.
n the Emanc1pa@Proclamati0n’ Li

neral Butler an ary command

air and legal el

her oldters or carpetbag

alists out in relatively
resultlng in the election of Benjafiin Flanders and
er, Flanders and

arr1v1 Washington, h
less elcome—and s@
to reconstruct

ward fially an.
e wor.
irecte

s of the same co
ed Southern regi
emrcal matters

w Orleans’ free
eyed organized,

ffra

cated

ights for their E~

O

Lincoln during !is presidency 0

ally ed secret insightg about
affairs i up1ed New Orle r informant was har
Zacharie, Enghsh -born ican o sh ancestry who ills as
a chir st matched his 1 n and opportu n No-
vem 62, Zacharie, w g as ~lns foot doctor, nced his
pres ial patrent to se Orleans as the mander in

@ o

rrival in late spring
ontmually quitting
. They are mainly a

rtly after the Uni
uly of r remembered sl

rotection and supp
burden.” De Forest, Volunteer’s Adventures, 31. b

37. Peyton McCrary, Abraham Lincoln and Reconstruct w inceton, NJ: Princeton

Self-liberation i mmen

University Press, 1978), 100-101.
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aleg up
# and summer 18Ggbrought new actiongto the the&f w
'\ denyi Q &\
OnfQgrly-summer evena the mysterious ri e dre turned to
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chief’s “correspond@8 Lin@obhged. Once t the doctor used

his social and pro nal tions to supply n with intelligence
on troop move 4 pub&timent, political athies, commercial
nt’s generals. At one

c

-y

point he se irectlyggader Gen. Nathanial Banks; at another, he or-
ganized a t%of spiediisguised as peddler sent them acrossghe re-
gion co data. nce suggests Zac also attempted tﬁich
himsel his a ements.*” Throughddt the occupation harie
(in addition to p ing medical segf communicated siv\
with Ulon authgg nd the presiderit, Prming a link not etw\
Lin and N rleans, but betw: e White House merj

e hen a“Wonist advocate di ed with the prgsi a pos

J
s@n Pal , Lincoln is said

for s. My chiropodi
n , that I would h, o0 objection to

ba}

ut
his co men
ar,

incoln the luxu focusing on Loymeha or matters.

n’s slumbering min&=and, once again, etold shing news.
ly 3—4, Union fdces repelled a maj thward foray
town called Ge rg, engaging t ﬁeatest armies in
rn Hemisphere.

t, the key Mississippi
y-day Union sie

Within a sing mmer weekend, ourse e conflict shifte
Northern fa e fall of Vicksburg left thegs luff-top town o
Hudson, Lo na, as the last r ing C erate hold on the Mis-

e and siege that lved

sissippi Riggr. It too fell later , in
Louisian§figof both races. “b gns looipetter,” proclaime@ncoln

o go é
@harlcs M. Segal, ¢ nd Documénts Isachar Zacharie oln’s Chiropo-

\ Publications of the Amerigan Jewish@Qstorical Society 44, no. 1-4Geptember 1954—
n¢ 1955).
39. Thid. Q

ing between January
al, “Isachar Zacharie:
rical Society 43, no. 1-4

14, 1863, and December 26, 1864, Lincoln Papers; Charles
Lincoln’s Chiropodist,” Publications of the American ]ewisw

40. Letters between Isachar Za@nd Abraham Linco‘,

(September 1953), 71-126.
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toward the end of t@rea teulg season; “The F$f Wiaters again
goes unvexed to Wa.”‘“ o

Qo °
With milita tters
Arkansas a ennes
Procla@ in pla
siana. cemb
ana’s

by t

ag draft a constituti so long as it o

L en be recognize readmitted to ﬁ .
i e an condition re d the rising prio&
bedﬁck freedom, alth e hoped that wou the
tlawirigggfelf without his p 1 intervention g the

incoln’s desire to reconcile y with

bar sglow as 10 percent reflecte o
¢ defekates and lure still Ilious states back ~
'\ ing an end to a war'@rowing increasin h North- m
Iso had political the 1864 E

ssing, the Mississipg River in federal hands,
lling to Union ¢ , and the Emangfaggion
coln returned t i

pre
er ocrats. He prob
¢ I ion campaign on the horizon. The len ed his deci-

earlier in the yeggito replace the har e min Butler—
eanians, loved s, agnired by radical
conservative-moderate Gen. anial Banks.*?

OO 'g Lincoln’s Te ent Plan promp resp rom the radical Re=
publicans in th: of the Wade ill, w mong other thiré
b ¢ &from 10 to 50 pergmyt.
N incoln refy o sign it. The Percen motivated pro—l_ax
y delegates in Louisiana to set t @ electing@governor and drgfting a
new state@titution. ‘
Q Bot s focused attenti n one issue: what to h the

ever-i ing ranks of fre n. ate concerns r g food
and r proved challen noug!tiily say nothing of lo rm mat-

ters ving land, housi mp , and education.g{lost pressing
mspec was the questionuffrage. The

o rom a constituti
coast and New s beigo home to the largest r concentra-
Qo of African Amv natio%, the question of 2ting rights would
41. Abraham Lincoln to James C. !onkling, August 2@3, in Collected Works,

6:4009.
42. McCrary, Lincoln and Reconstruction, 124-125. m
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determine the poh utu e ulslana L1ncoln$1on echoed his

earlier stance o ry nally reflected c us conciliatory ac-
commodation, b ove d stcalily toward progre soc1a1 change.

&

Two pr om New anians, L'Union paper co-found

Baptlst anez erchant-turned- -captain Arnol
neau, furt at transformatio th free black Fr
Creoleg, Roudan Bertonneau wegiisglected by their p

r risky wartime ¢
s. They brought
, in his letter to

Hou
flce 0 land demonstrat
ssage apparently W

i his sympathy b next day, m
transmltted to fhe Mewly elected Lo a gov an encap- E

esident Lincoln’s ect for

n of the New Orleanians’ message. Al ongr ing Michael
n for becoming ‘e first free-state or o ana” about to
rsee a Constitutj Convention to e th e franchise” in
ouisiana, Lincglny characteristic caution, wrote:
I barely t for your private 1deratio her some of ¢
fori ¢, the very intelligent, and espe those who have

robably help, in
of liberty W1th1

some trying time to co thost

11y of freedom. B @ggesnon nottot
c, but to you alone o

e l\

O untful year later, al ndered to Gener ant at Ap-
mtox, essentially the catas Opth four-year c¢nijct. President

oln addressed hless @gtion two evening later, in a tone that
uted jubilation w1 ewar ut the challen natlonal reuni-

43. Thomas J. Durant to Abraham Lincoln, February w , Lincoln Papers.

foug lantly in our ran hey w

44, Abraham Lincoln to Michael Hahn, March 13, 18 Collected Works, 7:243.
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fication that lay ah ched the term “r struction” to de-
scribe that task ented his Loulﬁ experiment of the

last three years uepn the future. “So ve thousand voters

in the heretofo ve-st Louisiana,” Llnc%roudly proclaimed,

to the Union, ass o be the rightful
e State, held elec‘s;. organized a State
ed a free-state co on, giving the be
ools equally to bla white, and empob m
ature to confer th‘vnve franchise upo \
lored m \
ing all tiifgprogress by adopti 1 ndictive and r@pp acw

truct 1ncoln warned,

S

r
e mt say to the WhltC “You are worthl worse
1 neither help you e helped by you! e bIa

we say “This cup of liberty which these, your 0 d mas
¢ Qd to your lips, we ash from you, ave you

'~ ances of gatherin pllled and scattere tents i
Vague and undefi hen where, and h
¢ s the most Loui na—focused speec coln’s er. The mes-

set a tone for th tbellum era th

\ h ssive and mag-
o nimous. It grate ever, on radicals th ex —arnong them
e aman in Lincol 1ence that evening, the we own actor John Wil-
O kes Booth.
Two nightsiiyter, Lincoln envisaff river agaln—the stra
b rk expanse, the
y, the president shared

rs, pointing out curi-

and indescriln vessel, the swift glide across

v and indefini ore. Next morni
y .§ ) .

told Fort Sumte tietam, Gettysb ones

sburg, and other s .fow, with peacegbr g out

coln could only from Sherman, rely the
47

incoln’s mind t y. At one

lti he commende!& tate’ to present “one e best con-

%45 . Abraham Lincoln, La! Pub 1 April 11, 1865, i erz‘ed Works, 8:399—

46. Ibid., 399-405.
47. As recollected by Gideon Welles, in Fehrenbacher chrenbacher, Recollected

Words of Lincoln, 486—487.
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stitutions that has @ee t@fokd.” At another, pointed William
P. Kellogg as Co ort of New Orle legedly directing
him, “I want yo those people dg ere.” Amid sundry
ministerial tas unted an old boftid% anecdote about the
Sangamon 1s second flatboat tryp to New Orleans.*®

The Fi meantime kept t@esident apprised eir

plans t lay that evening“We invitation, exte by
the th t, reached the e the thespian Jo ilkes

. as an opportunj act on a rancor, chex\
g for months. w \
enated, Presiden@coln seemed to e imse
production of th edy Our Ameri msin. Bow
red in the stair waiting a certa&ment e
s entry into the ential box to cojnliywith ce
en

h cracked open boor, slinked up @ d the

rringer behind his eaf¥and pulled the trig

# a.m. Saturday, il 15, 1865, the ol boatm dead.
<A O &

48. Recollections of what Lin(ﬁi and did during t days of his life vary

among sources; according to John W. Starr, those mentione occurred on April 14,
1865. John W. Starr, Jr., Lincoln’s Last Day (New York: F; k A. Stokes Company,
1922), 12-15, 19-20, 29-30.
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